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"Sophie Arnould"  Synopsis

The curtain rises on a draw ing room of the Luzarches priory in the late 
afternoon of September 18, 1798. Sophie is w rit ing to her son, who is in the 
army of the Rhine, ent reat ing him to beware of women. She is surprised to 
have a visit  from Count  de lanuraguais who, under the name of Dorval, had 
years earlier had carried her off from her parent?s home. The former lovers 
recall t heir passion of t imes past . 

Each knows that  the passing of t ime is inexorable, and Sophie says love, seen 
from the threshold of old age, is ?like a garden of delights seen from bars of 
prison.? Dorval w ill soon realize that  he is father of Sophie?s son, and their 
passion evolves into tender affect ion for the son who represents a living link to 
t imes gone by. Sophie realizes that  the passion she and Dorval are feeling is an 
illusion and that  once Dorval leaves, she w ill go back to her solit ude and 
obscurit y. After Dorval leaves, she resumes her let ter w rit ing, but  instead of 
telling her son to beware of women, she begs him to take p it y on them.

Torquemada, a Spanish Clockmaker, seated in front  of his shop when Ramiro, a 
muleteer in the government  employ, enters to have his watch repaired. W hile 
Torquemada is working on the watch, Concepción, his w ife, comes in to remind 
him that  he has forgot ten his regular weekly task, that  of regulat ing the 
municipal clocks. He leaves in haste, asking Ramiro to wait  for his watch unt il 
he returns. 

Concepción, very much d isturbed by Ramiro's remaining in the shop, is 
thinking about  how  to get  rid  of him as she is await ing Gonzalve, an ardent  
admirer of hers. There are two large Catalan clocks in the shop, which 
Concepción has been anxious to get  for her own room. She decides to make 
use of Ramiro by get t ing him to carry one of the clocks into her room, thereby 
get t ing rid  of him for some t ime so that  she can remain alone w ith Gonzalve. 
Ramiro leaves w ith the clock on his shoulder just  as Gonzalve enters. 

Gonzalve begins to recite poet ry to Concepción, and to get  him up into her 
room w ithout  Ramiro's know ledge, she hides him in the other clock. W hen 
Ramiro returns, she sends him back for the f irst  clock to make room for the 
clock in which Gonzalve is hid ing. Ramiro goes back and forth from the shop 
to her room w ith the clocks on his shoulder, w ithout  ut tering a word of protest , 
and Concepción  marvels at  his pat ience and admires his st rength very much.

"L'heure espagnole"  Synopsis



UNCSA MANIFESTO

We Believe

Art ist s enrich our culture, enlighten our society, lif t  our sp irit s, and feed our 
souls.

Integrat ive art s educat ion from an early age sparks a lifet ime of creat ive 
thinking, powerful self-expression, and innovat ive problem solving.

Rigorous art ist ic t raining empowers our students and graduates to engage our 
communit ies, advance local and g lobal creat ive indust ries, and inspire the 
world.

Art s organizat ions improve the qualit y of life and p lace in b ig cit ies and small 
communit ies, t ransforming them from merely livable to t ruly lovable.

UNC School of  t he Art s nurtures the talent , hones the craft , and develops the 
unique voices of emerging art ist s. We realize the full potent ial of except ionally 
creat ive and passionate students to do their best  work and become their best  
selves.

THE SCHOOL OF DESIGN & PRODUCTION

Unlike other schools that  incorporate design and product ion w ithin theat re 
studies programs, the School of Design and Product ion is a highly regarded, 
independent  conservatory. The school is ranked # 3 in the nat ion. Employing a 
resident  facult y of experienced professionals, the school offers a comprehen-
sive curriculum in every aspect  of modern stagecraft , from sound design to 
stage management . Students gain pract ical experience working on a variety of 
product ions inside theaters of all st yles and sizes, and w ithin 10 0 ,0 0 0  square 
feet  of product ion space. Graduates have careers in theater, f ilm, television, 
dance, opera, live and themed entertainment , and more.

THE SCHOOL OF MUSIC

On of the top-ranked music schools in the United States, the School of Music 
g ives talented young students the opportunit y to perfect  their musical ab ilit ies 
and prepare for life as a professional musician. Students receive highly-
personalized inst ruct ion from a major studio teacher who is an act ive per-
former, as well as d ist inguished guest  art ist s. More than 20 0  recitals, concerts 
and operas are performed each year in state-of-the-art  venues suitab le for 
small ensembles to large orchest ras. These performances ? p lus local g igs, 
tours, and career development  opportunit ies ? help students grow  as art ist s.



DEAN'S COUNCILS FOR UNCSA

The Dean's Councils support  each of UNCSA's f ive art s schools - Dance, 
Design & Product ion, Drama, Filmmaking, and Music. Dean's Council members 
support  the school of their choosing w ith an annual g if t  of $5,0 0 0  or more, 
work closely w ith the Dean to advance that  school's mission and fundraising 
priorit ies, and enjoy a deeper relat ionship w ith the Dean and students of the 
school. If  you are interested in joining one of these groups of commit ted 
ind ividuals, p lease contact  Interim Vice Chancellor for Advancement                   
Rich W hit t ington at  336-770 -1372 or whit t ingtonr@uncsa.edu.
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UPCOMING PERFORMANCES

Season Finale: Beethoven to Copland!

Beethoven's Symphony # 1 t ranscribed for Harmonie Ensemble by Beethoven?s 
protégé, Georg Schmit t  is performed by the UNCSA Chamber W inds 
conducted by Mark A . Norman. Associate conductor Karen Ní Bhroin leads the 
UNCSA Chamber Orchest ra in Aaron Copland's epic "ppalachian Spring."

Saturday, May 15, 20 21 | 7:30  p.m. 

Livest ream from Stevens Center

Amadeus and Brandenburg Ensembles

Vaughan W illiams' popular "Variat ions on a Theme" by Thomas Tallis is 
performed by the Amadeus Players w ith Karen Ní Bhroin conduct ing. The 
Brandenburg ensemble performs Elgar's Serenade and Handel's "Concerto 
Grosso Opus 6, No. 8" w ith facult y art ist  Dmit ri Shteinberg leading from the 
harpsichord. The W ind Undecet  begins the program w ith UNCSA founding 
facult y member and bassoon art ist  Mark Popkin?s arrangement  of Brahms? 
famous "Variat ions on a Theme" by Haydn conducted by Mark A . Norman

Friday, May 14, 20 21 | 7:30  p.m. 

Livest ream from Stevens Center

Third-Year Films

The School of Filmmaking presents the premiere of a w ide variety of 
except ional work by third-year f ilmmaking students, including narrat ive, 
documentary and animated projects, screened for a limited t ime before their 
launch into the fest ival circuit .

May 20 -23, 20 21

On Demand



W here Students Become Professionals
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